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October 1, 1954

General William J. Denovan
c/e Department af SJtate
Waghingten, D. C,

Dear General Dgnovan:

In order to give you & starting peint in clarifying
certain matters relating to my service under your coamand in
1943 and 1944 I will try to set down briefly the surgtance of
tte account related to you in| M zbsut a ment: age. 25X1A6a

ﬂe unfriendly attitude displayed by certain pecple

in the offlcemade it quite clear to me that I was being
"tarred with the same stick" as the man who recruited me and  25X1A6a
for whem I had been working in d In view of

that fact that I have always enjoyed a goed reputation in bu-

glness and efficlal circles I feel that I can no longer afford

to let this matter remain unresolved. The dirty pellitics and |
misconduct of those with whem I was so unfertunate to werk can

net be permitted tFTH} e“n future or the honer of my family.

That is toe great a price to pay for the privilege of serving
one's country as I have always tried to do.

I firet suspected that harm had been done me when \
after apparently having been recruited fer work in our eld or- 1
ganizatlon in 1950 I was sumrmorily dropped from further coen- \

glderation, at the inatigation I believe of a man. who has gince
rig g#Eh in the organization but whoase early successes were
duefn¥ronlcally, to groundwork and erganization which I.had

1

ald in B
25X1A6a 25X1A6a

I wvas recruited by the then chief in
strength of what he knew to be my financ
and common acauaintances in the Tinan-
clal cemmunity, and I went to intent on doing a congci- 25X1A63
entlous jJob 1n a field which justly could demand my fullesgt
energles. Consequenly, I was surprised to find myself plunged
into a nightly round of carcusing and drinking 1in night clubs
and sundry places. Thils not enly cut serlously into the working
efficiency of myself zand my chief but was contrary te all rules
of mature goed cenduct and gecurity. Therefore, after baving
"gene the rounds" and met everyone in my chlef's circle of

on the
= round 25X1A6a
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acquaintances I suggested as tactfully ag possible that he excuse

me from further participation in these partlies in arde hat I might
8ave my enegpgl:s for the urzent matters eof our officiall « It was
7uleckly apparent that I had made an unpopular move and 1t was net leng
before I learned that my chiif wai seeklng the gervices of an army

Maler flumm formerly in the office to replace me as-"right-hana"
man, ' :

In view of the fact that the chief was assoclating with a
Zreup many of whem were already discredied in more reasponsible Ameri-
can circles I continued to try to warn him and lead him away frem the
trouble he was obviously drifting inte. Aside frem the harm he wwas
dolng himaself personally he was also exelting unfavorable cemrment ameng
our Allied asséclates who took a dim view of any behavior likely to
compromlse security of thelr operations of which our office had know—

ledze. 25X1A6a |
The sltuatien was relieved somewhat during the absences of

the chlefven consultatien in ll 2and Washington. At this time I was

free to pursue our work and lay the groundwork for further oerganiza-
tlen. At the same time I located new offices and Installed ourselves

in quarters more adecuate to our needs and gecurlty. This involved al-
so the inatallation of a clandestine radie station with lts attend %
preblems. All thils work done prio®r to my going to B Dec em‘t?%%,A%
1943, enabled successive people to move into high gear in our program
"s fast as they arrived. Yet no credit in our erganizati ev édX1ABa
Eiven me. Instead, I wag -- as I see 1t now -- exiled to ag Liail-
son Officer to the | llllortice for the NN office. I was "relXuied
enough te be entrusted with recrultment of personnel for Balkan opera-
tlone, and for the complicated tagk of precurement and forwarding of
suppllies from a theater of war through a neutral zone but my aqualities
as an "officlal jeater" d1d not come up to par.

In spite of the differences of epinlen I held with my chilef
on matters affecting security I continued to exert every effort teward
the guccess of the operation in [ »hich I aaw as being bigger25X1A6a
than persons or personalities. For my pains I lived as a virtual oug{
cagt ameng the people of the I office who appeared te regard me~ Aba
ags the "apy'" of the group and as a "pest" because of my persist

ent efforts on beha of the people in M. ¥y so-called superiznX1ABa
in

_ licked thefortitude te back me up even ag I was working for
the support of his efforts.

Under thege circumstances I was only toe happy to eventually
return toﬁ to settle wy financlal accounts and Prepare to go te
another organlzation. Without warning I had been charged with res-
pnsibility for the fiscal accounting of the misslen, for whieh I had
had he briefing whatsoever. Worse 9t1ll1, inadecuate provision had been
made for the financing of our activities and I was compelled to bor-
row from other American groups and ourm in order %®m
even to pay the effice utility bills. withglandlng my peculiar pe-
sltlpn the office could find no reasen why my name should not be on

-2 25X6A
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d promotien 1llst and I was duly prometed after a year of service

- wlth the organizatlen,

The axe fell on my chief the pummer of 1944 ghortly after ,
my return to[ . He vas a chastened and serry man, and I, in 25X 1ABa
spite of all I had tried to do found myself branded in similar mafi-
ner by the Ml croup. Fortunately practimlly everyene else who had
“nown me and seen me work held a contrary view and when I left
a Tew months later 1t was with the feellng that hewever unpopular
my declslons may have made me they had the appreval of informed,
and good, people. My only errer was in carrying out my pelicles
alene and culetly instesd of fighting ¥igorously for them, and making
lagues of them by seeking suppert for my vliews from otherasa.

who 25X1A6a

as epera-
"ence-burned

On returning to M I found a new group in cha
would have Included me in groups then belng set up in ﬁ
tiens moved away from the Midele East. However, having been
I was ready by thls time to get back into uniform with the
andasked for reassignment in the United States in erder that I misht
perhaps get to the Far Fast with the ] ’ 25X1C4e

25X1C4e

In Washington I found no sympatBetic hearing in the organi- 1AG
zatlon since I was branded there also by my original ﬂ( a
agsoclations, Hence, the clearest course of actlon was to get out

and this I d1d before waking my farewslls to you in your office the
Fall ef 1944 since I did not want to risk belng talked inte remaining.

All of which brings ug down to the pregsent time. I have fin-
ished four years of hard service in Inde-China with FOA. Here I have
found the usual amount of back-bitigg, for which Inde-China has be-
‘come notorious and without respect te persons. Nonethelegs I have
left there with a gense that in sticking to gound American principles
I have done my job well and earned recognlatien for my work,

Because the varieus commendatiens I have fronm FOA, the Embaspy,
the lecal govarnment, and American agencise are all claggified I am
unable te enclose coplies of them to you new, Copies will be made a-
vallable to you when I see you in Washinston or New York in a Tew

- weeks, Ambassadcr Heath has writtten some special disﬁatches Concern-

ing my work, and when I last saw him before lezving he was in
the process of drafting a final dispatch about me. 25X1A6a

I regret the necessity of troubling you at this late date
Witt thls thing. Neltter do I relish re-hashing matters concerning
others. As I %now you agree, however, it 1s time this was dene. Agaln,
I mivht peint out the urgency of this matter since I am returning te
Waghlington on October 15th for consuldftion and reasglignment. More
porticularly I am hoping to transfer to the State Daepartuwent in-

which, inspite of 1ts"trlals by newspaper", I believe one is freer
to work.,

Naturally I can expect to have to fight the battle of clear-
ance all over again. Therefore, I will welcome your taking guch steps
a8 you think necessary as goon as you can. I will be in Washington
only five days before returning to Cali 25X1ABa

Approved For Release 2001/€8/3d y CYA-RDP,
3.




